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It's a dual tax rate for North

BY AMY DeMELIA SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

NORTH ATTLEBORO - Residential and business properties will
be taxed at different rates for the first time since 2007,
selectmen decided on Monday.

The board voted 3-2 with Selectmen Christopher Sweet and
Paul Belham opposed, to switch to a dual tax rate.

A dual tax rate does not raise any additional revenue for the  North Attleboro town half
town. It merely shifts a bigger portion of the tax burden onto businesses.

Selectmen can vote for a shift of up to 50 percent, but settled for a 3 percent shift, meaning the residential
tax rate will be about $12.24 while the commercial tax rate will be around $12.71 for every thousand dollars
of a property’s value. Those rates could change by a few pennies as the figures are finalized.

At that rate, a residential property owner with an assessed value of $325,000 would pay a tax bill of $3,978.
Assuming that property had the same value last year, the homeowner would have paid a tax bill of $3,809.

Contrary to popular notions, a property owner's tax bill can increase more than 2.5 percent.

The tax-limiting law Proposition 2 1/2 says the town can only increase the overall revenue it collects from
property taxes by 2.5 percent each year, plus any additional money generated from the construction of new
buitdings.

When property values decrease, the tax rate increases so the town can still collect all of that revenue.
Assessor John Bellissimo said residential values remained mostly flat, while commercial values declined by
about 8 percent. As a result, the tax bills for residential properties would mostly increase, while tax bills for
businesses would mostly decrease under a single tax rate.

Emerald Square mall, the town's largest taxpayer, saw a $26 million drop in its value, and is now assessed
at $148 million. As a result, its annual tax bill will drop from $2 million to $1.8 million under the new

commercial tax rate.

Looking over the impact of the tax rate, Selectwoman Joan Marchitto argued for a dual tax rate with a 5
parcent shift.

"It makes it even; everyone takes a little hit here," she said.

Betham, who leases property in the industrial park for his business, disagreed, arguing it was unfair to tax
businesses more because their property values dropped by thousands of dollars.

"A single rate draws business," he said. "In the three years we had a dual rate, six businesses left the
industrial park. Call it a coincidence if you want, but we have a single rate now and the industrial park is full,

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2011/11/22/news/1053253 1 .prt 11/23/2011
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with the exception of two small buildings," he said.

Selectmen Chairman John Rhyno said residents are having difficulty making ends meet and can ill afford the
higher tax bills.

"Heating costs are going up and there's no more water in the well. They have to choose between food, heat
and medicine," he said.

Sweet said the proposed single tax rate of $12.34 would be below the statewide average of $12.55.

"As much as it pains me to have an increase in my tax rate - my property tax bill is going to go up 5.3
percent - the single tax rate has helped attract businesses to this town,” he said.

Selectman Michael Thompson initially said he would vote for a single tax rate, but was swayed by the
discussion to change his vote.

"A 3 percent shift evens everything out,” he said.

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2011/11/22/news/10532531 .prt 11/23/2011
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on Municipal Finance

The Tax Levy

by Debhie Wagner and Terry Williams

The tax lavy is the revenue a community
raises through real and personal prop-
erty taxes. Property taxes are levied
against all non-exempt real and per-
sonal property, which is classffied into
residential, open space, commercial,
industrial or personal property classes,
The tax rate is expressed as dollars per
thousand dollars of the property valua-
tion. These tax rates apply singly to all
properly classes in a municipality or are
“split” between residential/open space
and commercial/industrial/personal
property.

The property tax levy is the largest
source of revenue for most communi-
lies. Other revenue sources are state
aid, local receipts, and other available
funds, such as free cash and stabiliza-
tion funds. While the levy is the largest
source of revenue for cities and towns,
there are vast differences in the level of
contribution to the total budget of com-
munities in Massachusetts. Statewide
in FY03, the levy was responsible far
an average of 50.8 percent of munici
nal revenue, but varied from almost 84
percent in Alford and Dover to only 15
percent in Lawrence. This is because
formulas for the disiribution of state aid
generaily are weighted to give greater
assistance to communities with lower
property waalth and incomes.

The Eftects of Proposition 2%
Proposition 2% is a law that places two
constraints on the amount of the tax levy
that can be raised by a city or town and
how much the levy can be increased
from yaar to year, Thase constraints are
called the levy ceiling and the levy limit.
The levy ceiling is determinad by multi-
plying the total full and fair cash value
of all taxable reat and personal property
in a community by 2.5 percent, The levy
ceiling may ¢hange annually as prop-
erty is added or deleted from the tax
rolis and due to adjustments for market
value fluctuations. Secondly, and more
importantly, is the levy limit, which is the
maximum amount that & community
can raise threugh taxation in any given
year. The levy limit must be below, or at
mosi equal to, the levy cailing.

The folfowlng is the levy limit calcula-
tior: Prior Year’s Levy Limif x 1.025 +
New Growth = Current Year Levy Limif

The levy limit is increased from year to
vear as long as it remains below that
years levy cefling. Each year, a commu-
nity’s levy limit automatically increasss
by 2.5 percent over the pravious years
levy limit. New growth is defined as a
caloutation of the net increase in munic-
ipal property values because of new
construction/subdivision or return of ex-
empt property to the tax roles. A com-
munity is not obligated to tax to the
limit annually. The difference between

FY2003 Quarterly vs. Semi-Annual Tax Biiling

MNumber of FY2003

commaunities tax levy
Quarterly communities with split tax rate 79 $4,700,127,419
Quarterly comrunities with single tax rate 143 $2,311,144,714
Total quarterly communities 222 $7,011,272,133
Semi-annual communities with spiit tax rate 21 $ 499,075,192
Semi-annual comnrmunities with single iax rate 108 $ 983,678,788
Total Semi-annual cormmunities 129 $1,482,748,980
Total communities 33/ $8,494,021,113

Table 1

the actual tax levy and the levy limit is
called excess capacity.

Proposition £% does, however, allow a
community o increase its levy limit
through the passage of an cverride
and exceed its levy fimit, or fevy ceiling,
through passage of a dabt or capital
outlay expenditure exclusion.

Prior to the passage of Proposition 2%,
thare was no limitation on the amount of
faxes that could be levied by a commu-
nity. Municipal budgets were, therefore,
axpenditure driven. The limitations im-
posed by Proposition 2% have caused
municipai budgefing to be a revenue
driven process. This is ilusirated below.

Tax Levy Trends

Prior to Proposition 2%

Total Municipal Budgsat — State Ald
- Other Available Scurces - Local
Receipts = Tax Levy

After Proposition 21z Tax Levy +
State Ald + Other Available Sources
+ Local Receipts = Total Municipal
Budget

In Massachusetts, over the past 10
years, the total tax levy has increased
61.8 percent as illustrated by the top
line of Figure 1. Taxes on residential/
open space property increased 69.5
percent in the 10-year period from
1893 to 2003 while commercial, indus-
trial and personat property saw an in-
crease of 48,7 percent. The percent-
age of taxes derived from the various
classes of property has shifted during
this period, becoming more reliant on
residential and open space property
classes. The residential sector com-
prised 66.73 percent of the fotal tax
levy in 1993, while taxes in cormmercial,
industrial and personal property classes
made up 33.27 percent.

cantinued oi page six
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Today the residential/open space por-
tion provides 69.84 percent and the re-
maining classes have fallen to 30.16
percent of the total tax levy. This shiftis
occurring for twe reasons. Residential
parcel counts have increased about &
percent over the past 10 years while
commercial/industrial property counts
have remained constant. At the same
time, residential valuations have in-
creased at a faster rate than rates in the
commercial, industrial, and personal
property sectors.

Quarterly Tax Billing

Another aspect of the tax levy is the
ahility of a community io adopt quar-
terly tax billing (M.G.L. Ch. 59 Sec.
57C) in place of semi-znnual billing.
Since 1990, 222 {or 63 percent} of the
351 communities in the state have ac-
cepted this provision. Those municipal-
ities had a combined levy in FY03 of
$7.011,272,133 (or 82.5 percent} of the
{olal $8,494,021,113 property tax levy.

This can be an attractive option for
many cities and towns because it re-
sults in a more even cash flow, and con-
sequently reduces the need to borrow
in anticipation of tax receipts. Communi-
ties taking advantage of this option
tend to be larger ones, which accounts
{or the fact that they levy a greater per-
centage of the total.

“Shifting” the Tax Burden

Larger communities, or those with an
appreciable percentage of commercia
and industrial property, cften teke ad-
vantage of the annual option to shit a
farger portion of the levy to that seg-
ment. This gives the residential owner
a lower hill than if the tax rafe was as-
sessed equally to all classes. A review of
the FY03 tax levy shows that 28.5 per-
cent of communities have shifted the tax
burden or "split’ the tax rate as shown
int Table 7, Those cities and towns make
up over $4.7 billion or 55 percent of the
$8.5 billion statewide property tax levy.

Table 2 compares tax levy information
for EY02 and FYO3 in each community,
Statewide the fotal tax levy increased
by nearly one-half billion dollars or 6.12
percent over FY02, Four of the commu-
nities added to their tax levy more than
25 percent (Monroe, Dunstable, Peter-
sham, and Aquinngh). Another 48 ap-
proved increases of between 10 and 20
percent. Large increases such as these
tend to cocur in communities that have
levied property taxes below the levy
limit and then in the subseqguent year,
assessed additional taxes to the mit
withaut the necessity of a ballot vote.
On the other hand, some of these larger
increases could have resulted fram
successiut override or debt/capital aut-
lay expenditure exciustor: votes. I

{1 e
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Randy Scollins

From: <dls_alerts@dor.state.ma.us>

To: <rscollins@mail.town.foxborough.ma.us>
Cc:

Date: 11/17/11 4:45 PM

Subject: City and Town - November 17, 2011

Fiscal 2011 Average Single-Family Tax Bills and Assessed Values
Amy Handfield and Terry Williams, Bureau of Accounts and James Paquette, Bureau of Local Assessment

This article reviews fiscal year 2011 (FY11) single-family tax bills and property values across the Commonwealth.
The average tax bill increased 3.35 percent while the average assessment declined 3.23 percent.

As in previous years, this article ranks communities statewide. It also highlights trends and discusses their impact
on single-family tax bills. The analyses are based on FY11 data reported to the Department of RevenueOs Division
of Local Services (DLS) by local assessors.

The data demonstrates little change across the Commonwealth since previous analysis in August of 2010. While
home values have not plummeted, average home values are continuing a steady decline while property taxes
continue to rise in accordance with Proposition 2 %4 .

Average single-family tax bills are calculated by summing the assessed value of all of the single-family parcels of
each community. This total is divided by the number of parcels and results in the average single-family property
value. This average value is divided by one thousand (as tax rates are expressed as per $1,000 of assessed
property value) and then multiplied by the community Js residential tax rate.

The 13 cities and towns that have adopted a residential exemption are excluded from this analysis because they
do not submit sufficiently detailed data to DLS to determine their average tax bills. Therefore, our analysis covers
the remaining 338 communities.

In 2011 the average tax bill increased by $147 or 3.35 percent, to $4,537, a slight increase from 2010. The below
chart shows the steady upward trend of average tax bills since FY99:

http://webmail town.foxborough.ma.us/desknow/mail.do?IDFolder=630886453 & Action=Viewltem&Vs... 11/21/2011
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A community Js tax rate is often foremost in the average taxpayeri:s mind when comparing tax burdens amongst
neighboring towns, yet it comprises only half of the formula when computing an average tax bill. While this average
tax bill is the more important number on which to focus, tax rate trends are reflective of movements in both values
and tax levies and their movements can be instructive. The average single-family tax rate steadily decreased from
a high of $14.73 per $1,000 in 1999 to a low of $9.74 per $1,000 in 2007. The direction changed in 2008 when it
increased to $10.00 per $1,000. It has continued to move up annually to the current $12.55 per $1,000 primarily
due to decreasing valuations.

The valuation of property represents the other half of the tax rate formula. The statewide average values of single-
family homes steadily increased each year from 1994 to 2007. In 2008, those values began to drop and the
average value decreased 0.73 percent in 2008 o $403,705 from $406,673 in 2007. (The $406,673 had been a 5.5
percent increase in value from $385,502 in 2006.) The downward trend has continued; the average value in 2011
was $361,629, 3.23 percent lower than the 2010 average value of $373,702. Overall the average home value has
sunk $45,044 or 11.1 percent since 2007.

decrease was the highest at 14.17 percent. The remaining 72 communities had increased home values, but only
nine of those gained more than two percent in value. Those nine communities are Middleton, Reading, Sherborn,
Lanesborough, Hancock, Rowe, Plainfield, Peru and Mount Washington.

Over the past year, 266 of the 338 communities reviewed (78 percent) dropped in average value. Boylston(ls

This table details the average assessed value, and tax bill of single-family homes for fiscal years 2010 and 2011,
the 2011 tax rate, ranks the 338 communities from high to low for the 2011 average tax bill and shows the
percentage change in assessed value and tax bills.

The six communities with the highest average tax bills in FY10 retained their rankings in FY11. Each of these six
has average bills that exceed $10,000. Those included are: Weston ($15,535), Sherborn {$13,119), Lincoln
($12,378), Dover ($12,074), Carlisle ($11,850), and Wayland ($11,471). The six communities with the lowest
average tax bills also remained the same: Hancock ($757), Rowe ($1,108), Monroe ($1,112), Florida ($1,246),
Erving ($1,348) and Tolland ($1,713).

During the past four years statewide average bills have moved up annually at a rate of three to four percent. This is
reflective of the statutory 2 %2 percent increase plus a factor for new growth. However, communities can have
increases greater than this by passage of overrides, new debt exclusions or use of existing excess capacity. In

1172172011
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| FY2011, six communities experienced increases in their average tax bills that were greater than ten percent,
ranging from Clarksburg with a 10.37 percent increase to Berkley with a 19.4 percent increase. Berkley[Cs increase
was due in part to a general Proposition 2 % override and a stabilization fund override. The other four communities
are Bedford (11.03 percent), Bridgewater (12.15 percent), Tolland (13.52 percent) and Orange (14.93 percent).
Bridgewater and Orange also had general Proposition 2 ¥ overrides while Tolland added a large debt exclusion.

Similar to past results, communities on the Cape and Islands tend to have high assessed values but lower tax bills
due fo the large number of seasonal properties. Seasonal residents often demand fewer municipal services. Again,
Chilmark has the highest single-family home value in the state ($1,848,833) and has the second lowest tax rate of
$2.13 per thousand. Aquinnah has the third highest value ($1,256,205) and has the fifth lowest tax rate of $3.86
per thousand. Edgartown has the fourth highest value ($1,103,328) and fourth lowest tax rate of $3.40 per
thousand.

This yeari:s analysis shows that only four of the nine communities with value increases over two percent

completed a triennial recertification in 2011. Annual interim adjustments soften abrupt changes in value every third
year during scheduled certification and became a BLA requirement for all communities beginning in FY10.

2011 Single Family Tax Bill

st rsabial sa gl

DLS is pleased to
and Finance, is sohcmng s : ants program to provide incentives and
financial support for one-time or tra government service delivery, efficiency, quality,

and cost savings. -

In the FY2012 budget, Governor Patric
and incentivize regionalization base
government and citizen occur Ig
Governords budget and syg

competitive grant program to encourage
d visible interactions between
Communlty Innovation Chal Program was proposed in the
the Legislature. It provides $4 mllhon tion and other initiatives.

Municipalities, 1
services, a
grant
pote

savings for municipalities.

|formational meetings have been held in Ashland and Plymouth. Two more are scheduled for the following

http://webmail town.foxborough.ma.us/desknow/mail.do?IDFolder=630886453& Action=Viewltem&Vs...
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The Shift Was On

Split Tax Rates FY1992 to FY2006

James Paquette

During the past 15 years growth in res-
idential property values has run far
ahead of growth in commercial, indus-
trial and personal property (CIP) values.
The Classification Act of 1978 estab-
lished shift limits so that communities
could utilize split or dual tax rates to bal-
ance the property tax burden among dif-
ferent classes of property, @ven as this
trend continued. The adoption of differ-
ent rates for CIP and residental prop-
erty does not change the total tax levy
hut deoes determine the share of the
levy each property class is to bear.

Many communities using the split tax
rate and its shift limits have approached
their maximum shift. Trends, since the
advent of shifting, have shown that as
the growth of residential values in the
marketptace slows down and an "up-
tick” in CiP values takes place, those
communities may get some breathing
room rather than bumping against their
maximum shift factor,

Other communities which still employ
the single tax rate, but whose residential
taxpayers have experienced the stress
of higher property tax bills, may want to
review the experience of the nearly 160
communities that have opted o usé the
split rate and its shift limits. (See table
of commurities that shifted, available
on the DLS website.)

Shift limits of the “Spiit Tax Rate” were
established by the Classification Act of

affects communities with larger CIP val-
ues as a portion of their total value. In
the instance of a community that has 20
percent of their value as CIP; a shift in
the CIP by the 50 percent would result
in a MRF {minimum residential factor)
of .875. Inthe instance of a community
that has 45 percent of their value as CIP;
an attempt to shift 50 percent would
produce a MRF of .59, which would be
lower than the permitted 65, meaning
that they could not shift the

1979. The share of the tevy [

raised by the commercial and | Many cltles ‘

industrial classes and per-
sonal property class (CIP)
may be increased 50 percent |-
as leng as the residental (R)
and open space (Q) classes | =
raise at least 65 percent of | [ir

entire 50 percent.

Chapter 200 of the Acts of
1988 provides relief for those
communities in which the
maximum shift results in a res-
idential share which is larger
than that of the pricr year. For

what they would have raised —
without the shift, The "minimum resi-
dential factor” established by the Com-
missicner of Revenue is used to make
certain that the shift of the tax burden
complies with the Classification Act. if
the minimum residential factor would
be less than .65, the community cannot
choose the maximum shift and must
use a CIP factor less than 1.50. The .65
lirnitation is important because it directly

CIP Levy and Value Shares Statewide - FY 1292 to FY2006

35%
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Figure 1

: those communides, the limits
have been raised. They may increase
the CIP share of the tevy by 75 percent
as long as the residential class woukd
not be reduced to less than 50 percent
of its original share. However, this new
residentiai share cannot be less than
the residential share in any year sirce
the community's vaiues were first certi-
fied at full and fair cash value.

A change in circumstances

The CIP as a percent of total vaiue de-
creased from 22.2 percent (o 15.4 per-
cent during the time period from
FY1992 to FY2006 for all 351 Mass-
achusetts communities (Figure 1). Dur-
ing the same time period 98 selected
communities {communities that had
shifted each year: FY1992-Fy2006),
had shown a similar large decrease
{Figure 2}. The most significant drop oc-
curred during the period of FY2000 to
FY2006. During that time period there
was a decrease in the CIP as a percent
of total vatue of 27.6 percent for all com-
munities and a similar decrease for the
selected communities. While there was

n
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CF Levy and Value Shares
Selected Communiies - FY{9892 to FY2006
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CIP Shift - 1992 to 2006
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a somewhat parailel pattern shown by
the statewide figures and the selected
community figures, a comparison of
Figure 1 and Figure 2 demanstrates the
higher overali figures for the selected
communities. The selected communi-
ties were running 5 percent higher on
the percent of total value and 10 per-
ceni higher on the percent of total levy.
This is significant because it has an ef-
fect on the abiiity to shift. I & commtnity
has an extraordinary propertion of their
value in the CIP classes they cant shift
that much because the residential share
would drog too low.

Additionally, in the instance of a com-

munity that has, for example, 20 per- -

cent of their value as CIP; the miaximum
shift in the CIP of 50 percent (under the
acts of 1979) would resultina CIP as &
percent of the levy of 30 percent. If the
CIP as a percent of total value dropped
to 18 percent, the maximum shift inthe
CIP of 50 percent {under the acts of
1979) would resultin a CIP as a percerit
of the levy of 27 percent, a change in
the balance between R+O and CIP.

The purpose of Chapter 200 was o
help keep the CIP percent of total ievy
somewhat constant. Using the example

above, if the CIP as a percent of total

value dropped to 18 percent, the max-
imum shift in the CIP of 75 percent
{under Chapter 200) would result in a
CiF as a percent of the fevy of 31.5
percent, a chance 1o maintain the bal-
ance between R+Q and CiP.

Through Figure 2, it can be seen that
this was, for the most part, what ac-
curred from FY1992 through FYZ000.
The situation shows & dramatic changs,
though, from FY 2000 through FY 2006.
The rapid decrease in the CIP as a per-
cent of total value was in turn causing
a rapid decrease in the CIP as a total
percert of tatal levy.

A reaction to the changing
circumstances

The decrease inthe CIF as a percent of
ictal value resufted in a reciprocai in-
crease in the aggregate shift factor. The
aggregate shiit factor of the selected
communities moved quite rapidly from
1,60 in FY2000 te 1.92 in FY2006 (Fig-
ure 3). This is opposite of the movement
of the CIP as a percent of total value
during the same period (Figures 2}
which moved, again. quite rapidly
downward during the same time pe-
riod. The communities were attempting
10 keep the CIP as a percent of total
lavy stable, thereby keeping the exist-
ing balance between the residential
portion of the levy and CIP portion of
the levy. There was a need to shift more
and mare 1o the shrinking CIP base 0
keep the same balance. Communities
were doing this by shifting to even
greater degrees but they were losing
ground. The upward movement of the
shift factor was not able to keep pace
with the downward movement of the CIP
as a percent of value. This resulted ina
drop in the CIP as a percent of the levy
from 43.4 percent in FY1992 to 36.9
percent in FY2006.

The impact

The number of communities shifting to
their maximum hiad ranged from a low
of 13 in FY19¢3 to a high of 24 in
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FY2003 and the number of communities
within 5 points of their maximum shift
ranged from a low of 27 in FY1996 to &
high of 44 in FY2004. While these varia-
tions may indtially seem smail, there was
an almost 63 percent increase in the
numiser of communities that were within
5 points of their maximum allowable
shift. The largest number of communi-
ties, within 5 poinis of their maximum
shift, ocourred in the years of FY 2003
(40 of 99 communities shifting), just be-
fore Chapter 3 of the Acts of 2004 (see
explanation below), and in FY2004 (44
of 103 communities shifting), the first
year a shift gresater than 1.75 could be
utiiized. (See Figure 4.)

Under Chapter 3 of the Acts of 2004,
there were expanded parameters for
fiscal years 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007,
A community continued to have its max-
imum shift computed under currerit law
in each of thase years. If adopting that
shift resulted in residential taxpayers
paying a greater share of the tax levy
than the prior year, the shift was then
further adjusted upward using that
year's expanded parameters.

The expanded parameters for deter-
mining the maximum shifts for commu-
nities that qualify would be:

Maximum Minimum

business residential
Fiscal share share
year (pet) {pce)
2004 200 45
2005 197 A7
2006 180 49
2007 183 50

There was an additional fimitation that
residential taxpayers could not pay a
lower share of the tax jevy than in the
prior year.

In fiscat year 2008, communities that
used expanded parameters irr any of
these years will have their maximum
shift determined as under current faw.
Based on the current legislation, begin-
ning in fiscal year 2008, the maximum
shift in these communities will be based
on busingss taxpayers paying no more
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than 170 percent of their fair cash value
share of the tax levy.

it's important to note the impact on the
average residential tax bill that was
mitigated by the use of shifting (Figure
5}. Whiie the average single family as-
sessed value had increased from
$159.838 in FY1897 to $385,502 in
FY2008, an increase of 141 percent,
the increase in the average tax bill for
these properties, during the same pe-
riod was from $2,360 to 3,801, anin-
crease of 61 percent (based on 338 to
340 communities out of the total 351
commurties*). During the time frame,

FY2001 to FY2005, when there was a
rapid increase in single family assessed
value, the average valyation increase
was 12 percent per year while the aver-
age increase in the corresponding tax
bill was 5.7 percent per year.

The statistics surrounding the decreas-
ing CIP values and the corresponding
decreasing CIP share along with the in-
creasing shift factors demonstrates the
changes confronting communities in an
environment of rapidly increasing resi-
dential values along with the stagnant

continued on page eight




City & Town July/August 2007

Division of Local Services 8

' pellets. On a $/BTU basis, bulk
wORSRellets priced at about $200 per

BN cojuivalent of paying $1.72/
0. 2 heating ail. It is worth
P average residential heat-
s not been lower than
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ing oif pr
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on the benefits
(s developing a

institutional s¢
of wood pellats, D
Wood Pellet Heating
500N be availabie for ¥
DOER website,

Additional Resources
Massachusetts Division of E

Massachuseits Procuremernt — @
Statewide Contracts and Solicitatid

WWW.COMIM-DASS, com/
National Biodiesel Board:

v biadiesel.org/

Pellet Fuels Institute:
v pefletheat. org/Zlindexfinds

Energy Efficiency Opportunitie
Consistent with its mission as 8
{to improve and streamline i
ulation, promaote greater eff
energy uses, reduce e
mabilize energy educ
ordinates and leads s
ficiency deployment /a8
ing Energy Manag
Rebuild Massac
ducts outreach

Wency
Oy reg-
cy in all
0sts and
WOOER co-
El energy ef-
frams includ-
t Services arnd
ts. DOER con-
et communities,
publicizes loca ership results and
success siorifiecruits other state
agencies, arjiltifies relevant state
technical a ancial resources.

The speciibijective is to provide
support S leadership (o state and
local cjlls focusing on energy effi-
cienc [l sustainability, provide on-

going nical and logistical support
anciFeminate the results as models
to, munities and staksholders to
ale further adoption of resource
ency as a standard part of plan-
g and implementing energy effi-

ciency investments. This comprg

sive approach identifies opporj
where, 1) action has alreag

piace, 2) have current or pojiEei pro-
jects in target sectors, of Bve the
potential for municipal energy

maragement planning 4

Wes that have
ittees or Com-
ly [aunched the
nities Network to
omminity energy-
ostering connections
d towns, disseminating
d facilitating discussions
Bnergy efficiency projects.
Grk listserv brings together
ities and individuals seeking
able energy solutions with their
in other cities and towns.

In response o com
organized Energy
missions, DOER 7§
Energy Smart
advance state

ere is something particular you are
B king far, or if you are just interested
hat other communities have done,
lirectory will be able to assist you.
< must be willing 1o, 1) share in-
on local activities with other
and 2) keep contact infor-
o-date.

nity that has an Energy
®nmental Committee or

lead office dedicated
gicment can become a
rmember of t etwork. Communities
are asked to b information about
their goals and ties.

dits an address
hscribes o the
When some-
hge, sifie fust
et address.

Any co
andfor
Commissid
to energy

DOER maintains g
list of everyone wh
Energy Smart Net
one wants to post &
sends an e-mail to t
Everyone on the list w
sage. If the tapic is of g&
list members are encou
spond or comment by rep
list. Anyone interested may |

at www.mass.gov/doer. B
Editor's note: This article represents the ¢ ";'; )
and conclusions of the authers and not toS
the Department of Revenue.

and sometimes declining commercial
values, Chapter 3 of the Acts of 2004, in
allowing & greater level of shift, helped
in the effort to stabilize the CIP as a per-
cent of wtal {evy. While the increasing
level of shifting was a tool, a reversal of
the decreasing CIP value as a percent
of total value would address the root of
the situation causing the need for
greater and greater shifting levels. That
reversal could be in the form of a "slow
down” in the rate of increase of residen-
tial real gstate values, which has taken
place, in the market, during last year
and into this year, Additionally, there has
been a simuitaneous increase in com-
mercial and industrial property values.
These market conditions shouid help
decrease the need {0 shift to greater
ievels to stahilize the CIP as a percent
of the total levy. B

*Bata for the 11 communities that have adopted
a residential exemption are excluded from this
fite because they do not submit adequate data
to determine an average tax bill. The 11 com-
munities are Boston, Brookline, Cambridge,
Chelsea, Marlborgugh, Nantucket, Somerset,
Somerville, Tishury, Waltham, and Watertoum,
The residential exemption reduces the taxable
vatuation of each residential parcel thatis a
taxpayer’s principal residence. Granting the
exemption raises the residential tax rate and
shifts the residential tax burden from low and
mederately valued Homes to apartments and
higher valued homes. 1n FY05, Bamstable and
Everett adopted a residerntial exemption to make
13 comimurities.
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