Town of Foxborough

Conservation Commission Minutes

August 13, 2012
Members Present: 
Robert Boette (Chair), Eric Nelson (Clerk), James Marsh, and Valerie Marshall 
Members Absent:
Allan Curtis (Vice Chair), Douglas Davis, and Judith Johnson 
Staff Present: 
Jane Sears Pierce, Conservation Manager, and Lee Ann Tavares, Secretary
Others Present:
See attached sign-in sheet

Meeting Opened 

Chairman Boette called the meeting to order at 7:25PM.  
Continued Discussion, 46 Beach Street, DEP #157-494
Representative Bill Buckley has not heard from his client regarding the arborist.  Both Jim and Val recommend contacting the representative regarding moving forward.  They do not want to continue this indefinitely.  Jane will contact Bill Buckley. Continued to August 27, 2012.  



RFD, 67 Mechanic Street, Hockomock YMCA
Information Reviewed:  Request for Determination dated 7/24/12
John Metcalf, Director of Facilities, represented the YMCA.  The applicant proposes to convert an existing wood-chipped area into a pavilion with a fire pit and a 20’ x 20’ four square court.  No trees will be taken down.  As per their previous permit for the pool, the debris has been cleaned up in the Riverfront area and invasive species removal will be done.  Also, plantings are scheduled for the fall.  
Motion was made by Valerie Marshall to issue a negative determination noting that it was an exempt activity on a previously disturbed area, seconded by Jim Marsh.  Vote: 4-0-0
Hersey Farm Sublicense
Jim has been unable to contact Barbara Hopson from the state regarding the sublicense.  Val offered to try and call her; Jim offered to call.  In the meantime, a draft lease may be sent to the Discretionary Fund.
Letter of Support Request

A request for a letter of support from the Commission was received from John Root for his Native Edible Plant Species program.  He is applying for a grant from the Foxborough Cultural Council.   Val stated that she would like to have an Earth Day event such as a t-shirt or photo design contest for the school kids.  She thought Mr. Root’s program would be a good Earth Day program.

Motion was made by Valerie Marshall to send a letter of support of Mr. Root’s Native Edible Plant Species program, seconded by Jim Marsh.  Vote: 4-0-0
General Business
The Commission decided to send Judi an orchid as an expression of sympathy for the passing of her father.  

Jane reported that Jack Authelet had stopped by the office and brought in items from the late David Risch.  Items included bound journals, minutes and more. She gave him a copy of the Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Historical Society.  

Rental Properties 
The Commission discussed the phased rent increase for the existing tenants and will seek guidance from Town Counsel regarding charging less than fair market value.  They also reviewed and made changes to the draft lease.  
Meeting Adjourned

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Boette, adjourned the meeting at 9:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Eric Nelson, Clerk
Draft minutes submitted by Lee Ann Tavares:  10/31/12
Approved by Commission: 12/10/12
__________________________________________________________________
Documents, Not Referenced Above, Reviewed During Meeting 
Attached Documents:

1. Agenda, August 13, 2012
2. Meeting Sign In Sheet 
Location of Other Documents:

3. Manager’s Report, filed in Manager’s Report binder in Conservation Commission’s office.
4. Referenced projects’ documents:  please see Conservation Commission’s project file.
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