Town of Foxborough

Conservation Commission Minutes

September 17, 2012
Members Present: 
Robert Boette (Chair), Allan Curtis (Vice Chair), Eric Nelson (Clerk), Douglas Davis and Judith Johnson 
Absent:
James Marsh and Valerie Marshall 
Staff Present: 
Jane Sears Pierce, Conservation Manager and Lee Ann Tavares, Secretary
Others Present:
See attached sign-in sheet

Meeting Opened 

Bob Boette opened the meeting, held in the Andrew A. Gala Jr. Meeting Room, at 7:00 PM.
NOI, Rtes. 1, I-95, 140, I-495, Central St., Copeland Dr., Forbes Blvd., DEP #157- 504, MassDOT
Information Reviewed:  
· NOI package dated 8/21/12, received 8/23/12
Bob opened the hearing by reading the legal notice, as posted in the Sun Chronicle.  Tom McGuire, District Environmental Engineer, and Andrea Coates were present representing Mass DOT. Mr. McGuire explained that they filed this NOI to take a proactive approach to routine drainage system maintenance on state highways and to avoid the need for filing Emergency Certifications. 
He reviewed the submitted “Procedures for Drainage Systems Maintenance” (7/12/2012, submitted in the NOI package), stating that work will be performed within the state highway layout.  Before starting any work, the Conservation Agent will be notified of the location and type of work to be done.  Erosion controls will be installed and maintained through the duration of work and disturbed areas will be stabilized on a daily basis by spreading hay, loaming and seeding, etc.  All debris will be removed daily and disposed of in accordance with all rules and regulations.  If hazardous materials are found or suspected, district safety and hazmat personnel will be notified before continuing work.  A DEP file number sign will be posted on-site.  A resident engineer from MassDOT and a copy of the Order of Conditions will be on site during work. Some work will be done by hand but a machine may be required.  
The filing does not include new drainage structures, new construction or a hazardous material spill situation.  Mr. McGuire asked for a five year permit as this is a proactive public safety approach.  Jane asked if the Order of Conditions should be sent to Ms. Coates and she said it should.
Motion was made by Doug Davis to issue a five year Order of Conditions for DEP #157-504; seconded by Allan Curtis.  Vote:  5:0:0  

RFD, 196 Chestnut Street, McCormack  
Information Reviewed:  
· RFD received 9/5/12
Bob opened the meeting by reading the legal notice, as posted in the Sun Chronicle.  The Applicant’s representative, Bill Buckley of Bay Colony Group, was present to review the proposed septic repair.  The existing cesspool will be pumped, filled and crushed.  This project needs a Board of Health variance.  A new 1,500 gallon tank is proposed.  The water line to the street will be replaced.  Hay bales are proposed.  Work is 51 feet from the wetland at its closest point.  The system will be slightly mounded.  A small amount of fill will be used in the front of the property; the remainder of fill will be hauled out.  Plastic chambers are proposed.  Judi asks if system is time tested; Mr. Buckley stated that the system has a 17 year average lifetime.
Motion was made by Doug Davis to issue and sign a Negative Determination (#3 and #6); seconded by Eric Nelson. Vote: 5-0-0    
RFD, 83 Willow Street, Shatz/Block 
Information Reviewed:
  
· RFD received 9/4/12
Bob opened the hearing by reading the legal notice, as posted in the Sun Chronicle. Judi disclosed that she was a neighbor of Mr. Shatz and Ms. Block.  The Applicant’s representative, Paul Waite, was present to review the proposed 24’ x 22’ addition.  He proposed to put a load of stone to level an area for access but this would require vegetation cutting, which was not part of the filing.   The Commission preferred that he access the area via Judi’s driveway that is already cleared.  The wetlands are located across the street on one side of the property and across the driveway on the other.  Judi described the preferred location for the hay bales around her driveway.  Jane will meet with the contractor on site.  Jane recommended a Negative Determination.
Motion was made by Doug Davis to issue and sign a Negative Determination (#5 and #6) for 83 Willow Street; seconded by Allan Curtis.  Vote: 5-0-0.  
June 11, 2012 Minutes

Motion was made by Judi Johnson to accept the June 11, 2012 meeting minutes as amended; seconded by Doug Davis.  Vote: 5-0-0.  
July 30, 2012 Minutes

Motion was made by Doug Davis to accept the July 30, 2012 meeting minutes as amended; seconded by Allan Curtis.  Vote: 5-0-0.   
Conservation Properties

The Commission discussed their rental properties and the need for a revolving fund for the rental funds.  Judi suggested requesting funds to fix up the Fairbanks property.  A new septic system is needed as well as assorted repairs.  Town Counsel still needs to review the leases.  
Garrett Spillane Property 

The Commission discussed the Garrett Spillane property.  Selling or swapping a portion the property was considered in the past.  There are vernal pools on site.  Judi stated that she had seen fairy shrimp in the large pool.  Jane will research and send the Town Manager a synopsis of the previous discussions.
34 Pleasant Street
Jane reported that she inspected the straw waddles and found them to be inadequate.  She informed the owner and he will re-install the erosion controls.
Phone Coverage

The Town departments will now share phone coverage of the Main line into Town Hall.  Lee Ann was assigned the 5-8 PM shift on Tuesday nights.  A new phone system could be installed next year.

New Filings Distributed to Commissioners
· Notice of Intent – 14 Kendall Drive
Meeting Adjourned

Motion was made by Eric Nelson to adjourn; seconded by Judi Johnson.  Vote: 5-0-0   
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Eric Nelson, Clerk

Draft minutes submitted by Lee Ann Tavares:  9/26/12
Reviewed by Jane Sears Pierce:  10/24/12

Approved by Commission:     12/10/12
Documents, Not Referenced Above, Reviewed During Meeting 
Attached Documents:

1. Agenda, September 17, 2012
2. Meeting Sign In Sheet 
Location of Other Documents:

3. Manager’s Report, filed in Manager’s Report binder in Conservation Commission’s office.

4. Referenced projects’ documents:  please see Conservation Commission’s project file
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