Answer honestly and find out:
o Do pests even exist?

o Do you try non-toxic solutions first?

o Do you use the least amount of the correct product?
o Do you read and follow all label instructions?

o Do you protect yourself, family, neighbors, and pets?
o Do you understand the dangers to pregnant women and young children?

o Do you understand the connection between applying pesticides and
contaminating air, soil or water?

o Do you know where to dispose of unused pesticides safely?
o Do you know the signs of pesticide poisoning?

o Do you know when and where others use pesticides?

Learn more about pesticides

o “The Audubon Guide To Home Pesticides”
(www.audubon.org/bird/pesticides/index.html)

o The “Citizen’s Guide to Pest Control and Pesticide Safety’
EPA Office of Pesticide Programs, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Mailbox 7506¢, Washington DC 20460, call 703-305-5017
(www.epa.gov/pesticides)

o National Coalition Against Misuse of Pesticides (www.beyondpesticides.org/)

o The Extension Toxicology Network is science based pesticide information
written for the non-expert. (www.ace.orst.edu/info/extoxnet)

o The National Pesticides Telecommunications Network, call 800-858-7378
for information, safety practices and incident investigation.
(ace.orst.edu/info/nptn/index.html)

It's unbelievable that...

67 million Ibs. of synthetic pesticides are applied annually to home lawns;
add school and golf turf and the amount rises to 73 million Ibs. That equals
.26 pounds of pesticide for every man,woman and child in the U.S. or

8 pounds per acre. That is three times more pesticide than farmers us
5 billion pounds of pesticides are applied annually worldwide, 20%
of them in the United States.

672 million birds are exposed annually; 67 million birds die. This is a
conservative estimate.

50 pesticide active ingredients currently used in the U.S. have caused
documented bird Kills.

The EPA registers 890 active ingredients as pesticides, but this does not
mean that they are safe or that they were tested in combinations.

103,046 cases of human pesticide exposure were reported in U.S. certified regional
poison control centers in 1998. But these centers serve less than half the population
and many cases are not reported since symptoms mimic flu.

Learn more about how to reduce the use
of pesticides, find alternatives, and create
a healthy backyard

o Pesticide and garden tips (www.birdsource.org/GBBC/spring/garden.html)

o The Environmental Protection Agency'’s Biopesticides site
(www.epa.gov/pesticides/biopesticides)

o Backyard Conservation 1-888-LANDCARE
(www.nhg.nrcs.usda.gov/CCS/Backyard.html)

o Landscaping with native plants (www.epa.gov/greenacres)
o Native plants and gardening links (plants.usda.gov/plants/links.html)

o Native plant societies by region (www.nanps.org/associations/frame.shtml)

Hang this chart near your garden supplies
as a reminder to make kinder choices.




10 Commandments
for a Healthy Yard

Think, plan and plant around the 10 Commandments. Choosing strong native trees, shrubs,
and grasses is your best defense against pests and weeds. Test your soil before planting.
Adjust nutrients and pH accordingly. Post a sign designating your property a Wildlife Sanctuary.

-

Go Organic

Just say NO or limit
exposure to toxic chemicals.

Nourish with “brown gold”
(compost), slow release organic
rock fertilizers or limestone.

What is the Stuff on Your Shelves?

Be safe. DO AN INVENTORY NOW, before you tackle pests and weeds in your
yard! Pesticides create risks for birds and other wildlife. Your CHILDREN AND
PETS are exposed similarly. The more commonly used pesticides listed below
carry the EPA toxicity rating of caution or warning. Why risk pesticide exposure
when you can try safer alternatives?

INSECTICIDES cause death by acting on the nervous system of insects.

Follow Directions
and Protect
Yourself

Read labels before you buy
or use a product.

Always wear protective clothing
while mixing and applying.
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When Necessary

Use nontoxic methods first.

Pick off and dispose of insects,
vacuum, prune out infestations,
or hose off garden plants.

Pick Your Pesticides

Not all chemicals are
created equal.

aphids, thrips, plant hoppers
and whiteflies

oils for mites, aphids,
thrips, and whiteflies. Use
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt)
on caterpillars (can kill
beneficial insects) and
pyrethrum for insects.

* Products being phased-out and eventually eliminated .

RODENTICIDES kill rats and mice by hindering blood clotting so that internal
bleeding leads to death over several days. Brodifacoum can last more than
four months and is toxic to wildlife.

variety of pests, predators,
weeds, wildlife and native
plant species.

Plant bird and wildlife habitat.
Enjoy controlled untidiness,
not time-consuming lawn
maintenance.

Show by doing.

Encourage neighbors
to build continuous
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Use Biological
Controls or

HERBICIDES such as 2,4-D kill broadleaf plants. Contested studies have
linked 2,4-D to cancer. It is moderately toxic to birds and highly toxic to fish
and aquatic plants. GLYPHOSATE causes cell death in virtually any plant. Use
carefully since toxicity varies depending on formulation and exposure.

Phone Numbers:

Cooperative Extension
for safe disposal sites:
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i . Poison Control Center:
Most have very little Glyphosate Roundup for killing virtually | Use better mowing
environmental impact. anything green techniques, mulching,
Most decompose quickly hand weeding
and affect only the target pest. 2,4-D Scotts Turf Builder Plus 2, Maintain a healthy lawn by Wildlife Rehabilitator:

Weed-B-Gone for control of
many broadleaf weeds

using grasses developed for
your area, hand weeding,
dethatching, aerating. Add

native plants and reduce lawn.

Native plant retailer:
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